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Private Nursing. — Rogers 85 

which the nurses had succeeded in surrounding themselves was most 
agreeable and made home-coming a distinct pleasure. 

Of its financial advantages I need not speak, as in this day of " com- 
bines" and " trusts" they are too apparent to need mention. 

The question is often asked, What are the requisites to make the 
ideal private nurse? 

To my mind there can be no fixed standard to which we can appeal, 
as the vagaries of taste are infinite and often quite inexplicable. Con- 
vention, education, accident, and idiosyncrasy all play an important part. 
I do think it is an absolute necessity to love and believe in your work in 
order to attain any degree of success in it. And why not believe in it? 
Surely outside of the home it is the noblest work left to women and re- 
quires a many-sided culture. The heights and depths of human nature 
must be within the range of your vision; you must have a knowledge 
not learned of books ; a wide sympathy ; the strength that springs from 
sympathy and the magnanimity of strength. You must be a doer of 
deeds preferably, not a speaker of words. You may not attain what the 
world calls success, but you will attain a truer success. It is not only 
what we have done, but what we have made of ourselves. "If we have 
repressed our individuality, cultivated much selfishness, criticism, and 
gossip, and closed our eyes and our hearts to all altruism, then our lives 
have been failures and our influence, like all things false, will be suicidal 
and transitory, less than " the snow upon the desert's dusty face, which, 
lighting a little hour or two, is gone." To attain the truest success we 
must soak in the waters of unselfishness, be vitalized from within with a 
true love for our profession, and realize in ourselves the best we are 
capable of, and of she "to whom much has been given, much will be 
required." 



A COLLECT FOR THANKSGIVING DAY. 

Father of Life, I thank Thee, too, 
For old acquaintance, near and true — 
For friends who came into my day 
And took the loneliness away. 
For faith that held on to the last, 
For all sweet memories of the past — 
Dear memories of my dead that send 
Long thoughts of life, and of life's end — 
That make me know the light conceals 
A deeper world than it reveals. 

— Edwin Markham, in the Boston Transcript. 



